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Fall ‘Chores’:
October:

o« Cover sensitive plants with blankets, sheets or protective cloths,
when threat of frost or freeze. Remove next morning.

o Keep gathering leaves. You can never have enough compost, mulch
or organic matter in the soil.

o Plant late-season purchasers of perennials or move and rearrange
old ones to improve your planting plan. Group plants according to water
needs as well as sun requirements

« Harvest late season crops and store for winter consummation.

November:

o Last chance to plant spring flowering bulbs.
e Thin lettuce and spinach.

e Mulich crops you want to "hold" in the ground with straw.

o« Harvest frost sweetened Brussels sprouts, carrots. parsnips, cabbage and kale.
e« Clean up your perennials.

e« Plant and move dormant trees.

o Stake newly planted trees for support.

« Drain and clean pond gardens.

e Rake leaves and mow the lawn for the last time this year.

e Protect young trees with wire netting.



Talk to the Town

Fall 2015 has certainly ushered in some of the
most unusual calls here at the County Office.
It seems that the mild weather and cooler
temperature we have been experiencing has
encouraged everyone to spend more time
outdoors. With that being said, many folks are
noticing damage from disease and insects that
seem to have popped up OVERNIGHT!
However, we as Master Gardeners know better
than that. The only way to be familiar with
the ecosystem of your garden/landscape is to
spend time there. This is also the main drive
behind the concept of Integrated Pest
Management (IPM). We must be vigilant and
aware during all seasons of the year. Not just
the pleasant ones. When we do see
disease/insect pressure, we should take into
consideration the life cycle of the pest as well
as the host plant. Some pressures are
seasonal and will not require control while
others may need more attention.

These are some common plant symptoms
associated with the Fall season that you should
be familiar with. Cercospora and Anthracnose

ey are two

common
fungi
that
cause an
array of
Leaf

- ¥ Spot
Diseases. These can be seen on Dogwood,
Hydrangea, Viburnum, and numerous other
trees and shrubs. In most cases, treatment at
this time of year would be ineffective because
the plant is approaching dormancy and will

soon drop its leaves. Another seasonal pest is
the Fall Webworm. Even though they are
active from spring through fall, the webs that
they built are usually noticed in late summer.
The Fall Webworm commonly infests the
canopy of several shade tree species including
Hickory, Walnut, Pecan, Elm, Maple and many
others. They feed on foliage, but are not life
threatening for larger trees. However, they
can defoliate small trees and manual removal
in
addition
to
chemical
control
may be
necessary.
| also
encourage
you to
inspect
your

Crapemyrtles for Crapemyrtle Bark Scale. Dr.
Chris Cooper addressed our group in
September with warnings that the new pest is
spreading east across our state. There have
officially been confirmed cases here in
Madison County since that date. If you have
questions on identification, treatment, or
prevention please call me at the office 731-
668-8543!

In short, a little bit of knowledge and a
perceptive eye can be our greatest tools in the

g

garden! Happy Gardening!! g 1
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Intern Class: A hardy welcome to our new intern class! | am thrilled to see an enthusiastic class
of almost 50 interns this year. We look forward to you joining us.

October meeting and plant sale: Once again | enjoyed the lecture series and plant sale. | was
especially impressed with the half day workshop which about 85 people attended. The presenters
were all topnotch! | was very impressed with the two sessions | attended and Carol found the other
two very worthwhile. Perhaps a workshop will become part of this annual master gardener event.

Weather: Expect frost soon if we have not gotten it by the time you see this. Keep watering
those newly planted perennials and evergreens until and unless the weather turns wet. Those plants
which lose their leaves and go dormant will require less water once dormant. Mulch for winter
protection and to hold down winter weeds as indicated under “To Do Now” below.

Hypertufa: Carol and | and the Havranek’s have made 21 ‘draped hypertufa’ as shown on the
MG Facebook website. Thank you John and Mary Kay for working on this with us! | think that these
will sell. They are easy but very messy to make. You can find instructions for making them on
Utube. Just go to Utube, do a search for ‘draped hypertufa’ and watch the 3 videos posted in “Kims
Garden”. Many master gardeners would probably like to have one or more. Now when could we do a
workshop? There are so many of us that workshops are difficult. Please save your old towels as it
appears that old terrycloth towels make the best draped hypertufa.

To do now: The number one task which needs to be done immediately is mulching! Some of us
have recently planted buddleia or loropetalum or even pansies or mums which are only marginally
hardy. Others have plants of hardy amaryllis, cannas, crinums, elephant ears, gingers and some of
the more tender salvias in our gardens. These plants are not likely to survive if the soil around their
underground parts freezes. Mulch them now.

| will be testing whether imidacloprid will clean up the plants | overwinter in the garage
beginning next week. It is systemic and legal on container plants. Aphids, whiteflies, thrips and
other insect problems which | bring in are on the label so it should work.

The easiest and cheapest way to acquire mulch in the late fall is to use the leaves which are
falling. Run a lawnmower over them to chop them up and they will blow around much less when
applied to the soil near your plants. Use a 3 or 4 inch layer and weight them down if necessary.
Sometimes nice people will collect their leaves, bag them and sit them by the curb for you to
collect. Watch out for surprises in these bags.

Planting for spring sale: Last year Carol and | had 100 potted hardy ferns which we overwintered
for the plant sale. Only about 80 emerged in the spring and | thought that the rest were dead. Much
to my surprise the remaining 20 ferns came up in late May and June. | will not plant more of these
varieties but will try to get these 20 up earlier next spring. Carol and | will also pot another 50-75
ferns of more dependable varieties before the end of the month. We are aiming for 300 plants next
year, not 600 as we had this year. Some of you may want to help.

Dixon: The Dixon in Memphis has their annual fall plant sale October 17 just after this column is
due. They also have Fergus Garrett and the group from Great Dixter doing seminars on October 15
and 16. | believe Furgus Garrett to be well toward the top of a list of the world’s best
horticulturalists. Perhaps | can include my thoughts on these events next month.

Hummingbird Festival: The hummingbird festival to which some of our MG group traveled
on September 12 was interesting and covered a lot more than Hummingbirds. There were
several quality speakers, numerous craftsmen, and an excellent sale of native plants. We
not only learned the intricacies of hummingbird banding but | personally learned to
appreciate the chimney swifts which have inhabited my chimney every summer since 1992.
It seems that they consume fantastic numbers of insects while doing little if any harm. The %
swifts will be more welcome guests in the future and | may well return to the Holly Springs
Audubon Center for their spring plant sale the third week end in May.



Liberty Park Clean up
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Carol Reese giving her presentation on October 1st on how to give a
good presentation.

Natalie Baumgarner bent over her tomato
grafts from the workshop as well




Forcing bulbs for the holidays or for holiday gifts is a great idea to start now, when fall bulbs are
available. All is takes is some basic materials. fall bulbs, and a little room to store them until they
bloom. Here is how to force bulbs for the holidays.
The most popular bulbs to force for the holidays are Paperwhite Narcissus and Amaryllis. The
Paperwhites are fragrant, delicate and smaller. Amaryllis is a large bulb and a larger plant, with
large flowers in a variety of colors. Red is an obvious holiday choice, but try white for a fresh option
that can take you through the New Year.
How to Force Paperwhites

Paperwhites are easy to force in a tall glass container, with some
decorative gravel. The tall container helps to support the plants as they
grow. | like to add a little charcoal from the indoor plant section to keep
the water smelling sweet.
Purchase firm, full, blemish free bulbs. When forcing in particular, quality
counts.
Pour in two inches of pebbles that have been rinsed. Add a tablespoon or
two of rinsed charcoal then more pebbles. Place bulbs, root-side down

and almost touching one another, on top. Add enough tepid water to

reach just below the bottoms of the bulbs. Replenish when the level falls

by a quarter inch.

Paperwhites will bloom in four to six weeks, so if you are planting as gifts, count backwards in the
calendar from the proposed gift giving time.

How to Force Amaryllis

Force Amaryllis in a watertight, shallow container. Fill the
container until two thirds full, add charcoal bits as desired. Fill
with slightly warm water until they just barely cover the
pebbles. Lay one Amaryllis bulb on top of the pebbles, root side
down. Try to purchase a bulb with fleshy, healthy looking roots.

Add more pebbles until you reach the neck of the bulb, to give
it support as it grows. Add water as needed so that the water level touches the bottom of the bulb.
It’s ok to reach a finger down into the pebbles to check the level every couple of days.

If you have a container that fits the bulb snugly, you can force Amaryllis without any gravel at all.

Amaryllis bloom in six to eight weeks.



Roasted Butternut Squash Lasagna

Ingredients

For the vegetables:

1 butternut squash, peeled and cut into 1/2-inch cubes
2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil

Kosher salt

1 onion, halved and sliced

For the bechamel:

2 tablespoons unsalted butter
10 sage leaves

1/4 cup all-purpose flour

4 cups whole milk

Pinch of freshly grated nutmeg

Directions

Make the vegetables: Preheat the oven to 425 degrees F. Toss the squash with 1 tablespoon
olive oil on a baking sheet; season with salt. Toss the onion with the remaining 1 tablespoon
olive oil on a separate baking sheet; season with salt. Roast, rotating the baking sheets once,
until the vegetables are tender, 18 to 20 minutes; set aside. Reduce the oven temperature to
350 degrees F.

Meanwhile, make the bechamel: Melt the butter in a medium saucepan over medium heat. Add
the sage and cook 1 minute. Whisk in the flour until smooth; cook, whisking, until the flour is
lightly golden but not brown, about 2 minutes. Gradually whisk in the milk until smooth. Bring to
a boil, then reduce the heat to medium low and simmer, stirring occasionally, until thickened,
about 5 minutes. Stir in the nutmeg.

Assemble the lasagna: Butter a 9-by-13-inch baking dish. Toss the cheeses and the flour in a
bowl; set aside 1/2 cup for topping. Evenly coat the bottom of the dish with 1/2 cup of the
bechamel. Lay 3 noodles side by side on top. Cover with one-third of the remaining bechamel.
Sprinkle with half of the remaining cheese mixture, then top with half of the vegetable mixture.
Arrange 3 more noodles on top and repeat the layers (bechamel, cheese, vegetables). Top
with the remaining 3 noodles, then cover with the remaining bechamel; sprinkle with the
reserved 1/2 cup cheese.

Loosely cover the dish with foil and bake until bubbly, about 45 minutes. Turn on the broiler.
Uncover the lasagna and broil until browned, about 2 minutes. Let stand 15 minutes before
serving.
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We have lots of good food ‘
at our meetings and several
members have expressed a N

desire to have some of
those delicious recipes.

If you have a recipe to v !
share, please email to Liz
Whitsitt at lizv@tds.net, and | -

will be glad to post it in the
next newsletter.
\ Thanks for sharing
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mailto:lizv@tds.net

You can earn volunteer hours by writing about
some garden you visited, some technique you
tried which worked (or did not), or share your
enthusiasm for some special plant, or condensing
a gardening article you read.

Keep contributing. Keep reading. Keep sharing.

Please send your contributions to:
Liz Whitsitt lizv@tds.net
Pam Staneld pamstan eld@gmail.com

Check Out

facebook UT Gardens Jackson

On Facebook!

Lots of great info being shared there, and you
don’t have to wait for a monthly newsletter!

The Bridge to Knowledge
The University of Tennessee Extension
Madison County
309-C North Parkway
Jackson, TN 38305
Phone 731-668-8543 Fax 731-668-8440
Email cscott52@utk.edu (Celeste Scott)

Boara ot
Directors

Mary Nenarella, President
Wayne Gerler, 1st Vice President
Joan Hughes, 2nd Vice President
Darlene Tanner, Secretary
Tammy Overby, Treasurer

Board Members:
Elizabeth Edwards,
John Havranek,
Susan Luckey,

Bill Wyatt

Non-voting members :
Pam Stan eld, Newsletter
Liz Whitsitt, Newsletter

Master Gardener nancial standing
information is available upon request.




