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Left over: | thank all those who served as officers during 2016 as well as those who worked on our

manysal es and projects. Once again, we have excel

try to make their jobs easier in the coming year. | resolve to enter my hours as | do them rather
than 2 days before the final deadline. Will | keep that resolution this time?

Harvests: | harvested broccolion December 8 just before our bi
It did surprise me that | harvested a final handful of raspberries, enough to sprinkle on 2 bowls of
cereal on the same date. By putting a tomato into a pot and wheeling it into the garage we still
harvest an occasional cherry tomato. There are better varieties of tomatoes for pot culture. We
will experiment with one of them next year. The broccoli is still alive under its heavy doubled row
cover.Ti s the time of year to |l et it grow, | et it

Happy New Year! The next year will be the best gardening year ever! Every year is the best
gardening year ever! Is it perhaps time to plant more vegetables once again?
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Weather: The temperature surges violently up and dow

in. | t @ry havd on plants. What will be the final result of the melting artic ice cap? It will change
ocean currents and no one knows what that will do. Some refuse to believe that the icecap is even
melting but melting it is!

Thai Giant Late in 2015 | piled leaves around 2 Thai Giant elephant ears and then covered them
with inverted plastic garbage cans late in December. Both made it through the winter? They did not
get any bigger than normal this summer but flowered and ripened seed much earlier. Last winter
was exceptionally warm. | wonder if | could successfully protect them in a more normal year which
this winter appears to be.

Sunroom: | had a rabbitd $oot fern covered with scale and mites. | cut every leaf off when |
brought it in and sprayed the base of it with neem oil. It is growing out nicely and appears both
mite and scale free. Maybe | need to work with that idea a bit.

Overwintering plants: We overwinter far too many plants and it is time for that to change. There
are 11 figs overwintering in the garage for distribution in the spring.

Now is the time to: Collect seed and supplies for spring. My seed is already here, most of it. Make
a planting schedule. If one wants to grow cool season transplants and set them in the garden the
first of April the seed will have to be planted by the middle of February. That date will be here
before we know ité

Lenton Roses: They are always the first perennial to need transplanting because of their early
fl owering. Perhaps O0Beckyd daisy and similar
ti me. My | enton roses breed pretty true from
need a winter planting party? How can | keep everyone from freezing?

Seed: The new sprouting broccoli varieties produced for me into mid-December. | will try one of
them as a spring crop and see how far they will continue into the spring. Broccoli can be covered to
keep worms off as it requires no pollination.

Happy New Year everyone!
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Contributed by Carol Sams

David and | always try to find a botanic garden to visit on our wanderings around the US. One
we enjoyed on our way to Williamsburg with our late grandson was the Daniel Stowe Botanic
Garden just west of Charlotte NC in Belmont.

It is a 400 acre site established by Daniel Stowe, a retired textile executive, in 1991. In 1994 a 50
year master plan was established with a nice v i s i ¢ewnterdnsny sculptures and fabulous
fountain.

Orchid Conservatory

We were impressed with the Orchid
Conservatory, formal and display gardens and a
color coordinated canal garden with unique
colored containers dividing the different
plantings of the same color. We also enjoyed
the woodland trail to the lake, the encore
azalea and white gardens, a crape myrtle
grove, and east and west pergolas.
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Inside the Orchid Conservatory

During the next 25 years they have plans
for a restaurant, home demonstration area,
education and learningc ent er , ¢hi | dr
wetland, Asian,
English walled, rock, secret, tropical, rose, and
southern woodland gardens.

Canal Garden of Colors

We covered what was there, including the gift shop, in three hours so it is a worthwhile stop if you



are in the area. They open at 9 o'clock and close at 5, 9 during the summer months. Admission was
$12 for seniors. Check out their web site for more information. Happy travels!

Color coordinated containers introduce each color section

This year has been a difficult one for me because of family illnesses.

As 2016 draws to a close, it is refreshing to focus on the blessings that the Madison County MGs have
given me. | am grateful for the many events and people’s efforts that | recall, as well as all those other
folks I am not aware of who contributed to make all the events a success.

A special thanks to Jason. No one could do a better job of landscaping the grounds at the AG center in
such a beautiful, creative, and artistic manner. He planned the trip to Middle Tennessee so well and |

shudder to think of how many calls and plans it took to coordinate it all so perfectly. What a blessing
to be able to see all the private gardens that would only be possible with his help.

A big thank you to Celeste. She is such a sweet, energetic, and fun coordinator for the MGs. Even her
tot is coming along as the youngest member. | was amazed at how well he liked the Nashville trip.

Mary Nunarella deserves a big thank you for her leadership as president. She has a very can-do
spirit. | really enjoyed the local bus tour. A special thanks to the Mullins, the Hunleys who opened
their gardens and provided snacks.

It takes a village, and | think the MGs have really worked together to have accomplished a successful,
fun year. Contributed by Melissa Moore
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An Office Allegory

Aftertwenty-f i ve years in industry |1 06ve become
own. Along with carefully collected pieces of furniture and decor, it is the one place |
still keep live, indoor foliage. Plants in the home are too much trouble for a working
girl, but | like the way they soften and strengthen my office dalthough they add a
dimension of care-giving that more sterile utilitarian offices fail to demand.

| have accumulated quite an arbor. My favorite is a Ming aralia tree that tends to lose
foliage with erratic watering, but gains height and breadth with every new shoot.
There are a variety of philodendra that will wait very patiently for water but tend to
trail all over the place in the meantime.

| have an orchid given me as a peace offering by my brother. | had laughingly named it
Fergie because it wasndt particularly bea
breeding. This one has the most rigorous watering schedule, and shows absolutely no
signs of vitality until it decides to bloom.

My most expressive plant is a birdds nest
shows miraculous recovery almost as soon as the roots absorb an overdue drink.

Embarrassingly, there still sits on my bookshelf a frilly little fern that died within a

week of my receiving it last year. It looks amazingly as it did in life dand although it
currently requires the | east amoun intheleastmy
discouraging to its fellows, | suspect that its removal would be a general improvement

to my small paradise and its visitors.

Surely the common theme here (aside from the plants themselves) is watering. The
shape of my garden today is a product of earlier lessons learned about tending to the
fellowship dchiefly that | who know their individual hydration requirements ought to
man the watering can, as opposed to leaving it up to the cleaning crew to rain
anonymously and quite uniformlyonthewh ol e | ot just because

As quirky as they are engaging, these plants have been a part of my personal landscape
for as long as many of the employees around here. They remind me of my history,

console me when deadlines loomda nd | 6 v easiom todoticedhat they sometimes

work every bit as hard as the rest of wus

coll ected so many é that, and the fact th
Contributed by Mary Bowen
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